
1. introduction

1.1 By an order made by the Secretary for the Civil Service, an Inquiry Committee has been appointed to conduct an inquiry for the purpose of Section 10 of the Public Service (Administration) Order (“PS(A)O”) into the allegations of misconduct against Mr Michael John Treloar Rowse (“Mr Rowse”).

1.2 Pursuant to the Statement of alleged misconduct presented by the Secretariat for Civil Service Discipline to Mr Rowse, he has been charged with five allegations of misconduct whilst serving as the Secretary to the Economic Relaunch Working Group (“ERWG”)(the “Charges”).

1.3 Pursuant to the approval granted by the Secretary for the Civil Service on 8 November 2004, Mr Rowse has had the benefit of being assisted by Ms Christine Loh (“Ms Loh”) throughout the hearing of the Inquiry.  

1.4 The Inquiry Committee has heard evidence from four “prosecution” witnesses, namely Mr Lawrence Wong, Ms Ophelia Tsang, Mr David Chiu and Mr Henry Tang.  The defence case consists of the reading into the record of Mr Norman Lyle’s submission to the Independent Panel of Inquiry into the Harbour Fest (“Panel”) and evidence from Mr Rowse.

1.5 In addition to the oral evidence given by the witnesses before the Inquiry Committee, the Assisting Officer is apparently seeking to rely on documentation contained in five files (“Prosecution Documents”) and Mr Rowse has submitted a separate file of documents (“Defence Documents”) on which he relies.
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